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any change, affecting the argument, has taken place
since the time when man was created and made. And
as the angels of heaven were in themselves the same,
equally in the presence of God, and equally able to
succour men through that long space of four thousand
years, which intervened between Adam's creation and
the birth of HIM who was Son of Adam and Son of God,
so was man in the same dependent state, needing the
guidance and protection of a power above his own.
Nay, surely, if there was in man any difference affecting
the argument, it would all add weight to the reason
against the invocation of angels by Christians, The
Israelites of old had no clear knowledge, as we have,
of one great Mediator, who is ever making intercession
for us; and yet they sought not the mediation and in-
tercession and good offices of those superhuman beings,
of whose existence and power, and employment in works
of blessing to man, they had no doubt *. This is a point
of great importance to our argument, and I will refer
to a few passages in support of it.

When David, who had, as we know2, visible demon-
stration afforded him of the existence and ministration
of the angels, called upon them to unite with his own
soul, and with all the works of creation through all
places of God's dominion, in praising their merciful,
glorious, and powerful Creator, he thus conveys to us
the exalted ideas with which he had been filled of their
nature, their excellence, and their ministration. " The
Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens, and his

1  A  small section indeed of their countrymen in our Saviour's
time denied the reality of a future state, and the existence of angels
and spirits ; but the sect was of then recent origin, and the over-
whelming majority believed as their fathers had believed.

2  1 Chron. xxi. 16.
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